
Praise for Leon Rooke:

 “Rooke is an exceptional storyteller. Like 
a knife in the stomach, his work is hard to 
ignore.”
—Macleans

 “The reader hears a wild, joyful voice, 
singing its way through the bizarre and 
delightful.”
—Quill & Quire

 “One of the major and authentic voices in 
contemporary Canadian writing.”
—Books in Canada
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 “To read Leon Rooke’s A Good Baby is to wit-
ness an extraordinary talent spinning up a star-
tlingly vivid world that raises cold goose bumps  
one minute, makes you laugh the next, and fills 

you with both horror and slantwise affection for 
a most unusual cast of characters. The closing 

chapters left me shaken—and filled with admira-
tion for this remarkable achievement.”

—Jack Hodgins

“If you live to be a thousand, you will never meet 
up with a better baby than Rooke’s good baby…

My God, this is a dangerous, gorgeous novel!”
—Gordon Lish

“Leon Rooke has the most distinctive twang in  
Canadian fiction…its idiosyncratic rhythms light 

up the sky like neon.”
—William French, The Globe and Mail

Novelist, short 
story writer, and 
playwright, Leon 
Rooke lived in 
North Carolina un-
til 1969, when he 
moved to Victoria, 
B.C. He has pub-
lished numerous 
acclaimed short 
story collections, 
including Death 
Suite, Sing Me No 
Love Songs, and A 
Bolt of White Cloth. 
His previous nov-
els are Fat Woman 
(shortlisted for the 

Governor General’s Award in 1980) and Shake-
speare’s Dog (winner of the Governor General’s 
Award for 1983). In 1982, he won the Canada-
Australia Prize.
Leon Rooke, and his wife, Constance, now make 
their home near Geulph, Ontario.

“Leon Rooke’s novels are wondrous 
enough for anyone’s taste. His voice is so 
sharp and personal that he changes your 
life while you’re busy laughing at it. Rooke 
is a North American treasure….”
—Russell Banks, author of Affliction

“I bin everywhere, and I can’t git no one to take 
it.” This is Raymond Toker’s lament. He is looking 
for someone who will take in the infant he found 
near the burnt-out wreckage he calls home.
 This baby becomes the center of Leon 
Rooke’s extraordinary new novel, in which forces 
of good and evil play against each other in a 
backwoods landscape where all manner of things 
can happen—and do. This gripping, visionary 
tale involves a murder, a lost sister, a chilling rec-
ollection of a little girl on a swing, and a volatile 
self-appointed evangelist with a mission that 
turns to violent obsession.
 Woven into the texture of the narrative 
is a cast of memorable characters. There is the 
local store owner, Calvin, and his despondent 
wife, Sarah; the old codgers, Trout and Wallace, 
who amuse each other with gossip and tall tales; 
the brittle and sexy Bathroby; and Hindmarch, a 
gentle old man who has seen it all.
 The presence of the mysterious baby in 
Toker’s life puts him in a variety of predicaments. 
His eventual discovery of the events that brought 
the baby here lead to a confrontation with a 
strange form of justice, and to the novel’s power-
ful conclusion.
 Leon Rooke’s unique fictional voice has 
earned him widespread critical acclaim and 
a Governor General’s Award. A Good Baby is a 
major literary achievement that will confirm him 
as one of the most innovative writers in Canada 
today.
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